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SIR GEQRGE WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY BUILDING FUND 


The Sir George Williams University Building Fund has raised $2,500,000 of 
its $7,000,000 objective it was announced Thursday by W. N. Hall, general chair= 
man. The capital campaign to complete financing of the University's new $23,900,000 
building now under construction on Burnside Street began in March, and launches 
an intensive canvass of Montreal business, industrial and individual supporters 
today. 

An opening dinner for workers on Thursday evening, May 14 served to "kick off" 
the public aspect of the campaign which includes a personal canvass of nearly 
5,000 alumi, parents of students and many firms and individuals throughout the 
Montreal area. Robert Choquette, associate commissioner of the Centennial Comm- 
ission was guest speaker at the dinner meeting held in the auditoriaum of the 
Downtown YMCA. 

Mr. Hall said the management committee of the Building Fund was "pleased 
with the progress to date". The $2,500,000 total represents gifts from one 
foundation, a relatively small number of Montreal corporations and university 
family (including faculty, administrative staff, and students. 

Students have contributed more than $30,000 towards the Building Fund which 


"gives workers a magnificent story to tell prospective donors", Mr. Hall commented. 
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On the eve of the public phase of the campaign, Mr. Hall is optimistic. He 
said, "the Montreal community seems to appreciate the unique role of Sir George 
Williams University in serving the educational needs of its young people. Our 
experience so far shows that many firms and individuals are truly 'giving from 
the heart'." 

Business and industrial firms have a vital stake in Sir George. Current 
student enrolment includes employees from more than 1,600 different companies. 
Nearly 300 firms have five or more enrolled in degree courses, two companies have 
more than 00 employees attending Sir George. 

Sir George Williams University fills another important role in Montreal that 
is particularly appreciated by parents and students themselves -- it enables stu- 
dents to attend classes in a convenient downtown location and live at home, hence 
substantially cutting the cost of obtaining a university education. 

In conclusion Mr. Hall remarked that this is one university campaign that 
"mist succeed", "We have to have the entire $7,000,000 in order to complete the 
new building," he said. "Government support has been generous and it is now up 
to those who beleive in sharing the responsibility for providing higher educa=- 
tional facilities to finish the job. The task is much too important to fail." 

Student enrolment at Sir George Williams University has grown at a rapid 
rate since 1945 -- from 1,258 day and 557 evening students to 3,048 day and 
75578 evening students enrolled in the past year. The new 10-storey educational 
building will enable the university to accommodate 5,000 day and 10,000 evening 


students. 
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Running concurrently with the University's Building Fund is the YMCA 


Annual Maintenance Appeal which this year seeks $285,000. J. D. Houlding, teams division 


chairman of the 'Y' drive stated that each year "the Montreal YMCA operates at 


a 10 per cent financial gap which has to be made up by contributions from friends 


of the Association, both corporate and individual. 
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